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MISSION:
Direct and implement the development of Chaffee Crossing in a manner that 
promotes economic growth and enhances the quality of life for the region.

GOAL:
Maximize the value of Chaffee Crossing by creating an attractive,
upscale development that includes sound infrastructure, quality
housing, recreational and community facilities, retail establishments
and businesses that provide above-average paying jobs.

Diades Investments’ rehabilitation of five warehouses on Ellis St. has created a very attractive space 
for locally owned and corporate-level businesses. Additional spaces were being renovated at the 
close of the year for new tenants and job creation expected in 2020.
 
Cover: Front entrance to one of the luxurious town homes in The HUB at Providence (see page 14)
and the new College of Health Sciences, the second academic building on the Arkansas Colleges of 
Health Education campus (see page 10).



A MESSAGE FROM THE FCRA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & CEO
Board of Trustees and Beneficiaries
Fort Chaffee Redevelopment Authority
Fort Smith, Arkansas

As a 20-year veteran in the economic development field and having had the
good fortune to live and work in multiple states and regions in the Midwest, 
I am grateful for the opportunity not only to live in the River Valley, but to lead 
this critical redevelopment project and maximize the benefits for our investors, 
businesses, employees, and citizens. To be acknowledged for our organization’s 
passion to grow Chaffee Crossing and the River Valley is a true honor. Chaffee 
Crossing assets are impressive and I am excited about the work ahead of us. 

Our current diversity of investment is an excellent foundation for future growth. 
In the coming years, my focus will be on selling undeveloped land, assuring property sold is developed, and fulfilling 
our financial commitments. It is very important to the Trustees and me that FCRA fulfill its obligations so the citizens 
of Fort Smith, Barling, Greenwood, and Sebastian County will not be left with a financial burden when the FCRA 
public trust dissolves. 

In addition to economic development, we are working on community development enhancements that complement 
existing assets such as the medical college and our industrial area with its national and global brand recognition. 
FCRA supports projects like Interstate 49, state highway expansion, ACHE, and our state universities, UAFS and ATU; 
these are all tied into our community. Having two military bases like Fort Chaffee Joint Maneuver Training Center and 
the 188th Wing as our neighbors are definite pluses that present special opportunities for collaboration. 

Fulfilling FCRA’s potential is not just about making real estate deals, it is about leaving a legacy. The hard work and 
dedication required to promote and ensure the long-term success of the Chaffee Crossing community is led by the 
Board of Trustees and FCRA staff, and is supported by our local, state, and federal partners.

There are big things on the horizon for Chaffee 
Crossing and I am confident that 2020 will be 
another landmark year. Chaffee Crossing will 
continue to be the shining star for Fort Smith 
and the region for decades to come.
 

Respectfully,

Daniel D. Mann
Executive Director & CEO Dr. Benny Gooden, Arkansas Colleges of Health Education, enthusiastically 

welcomed Daniel during a community reception on September 5 (see page 6). 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE FCRA BOARD CHAIRMAN 
Pursuing FCRA’s core purpose of economic and community development 
is always at the forefront of the Board of Trustees’ actions. Every economic 
development organization experiences highs and lows, however those that 
remain focused on attracting investors, reinvesting in infrastructure, and 
maintaining assets are the ones that survive times of ebb and flow. FCRA 
is just such an organization. Strong property sales are a testament to the 
board’s leadership decisions complementing the overall momentum of 
Chaffee Crossing. Our trustees and staff are pleased to have exceeded the 
2019 budgeted revenue goal and completed several important projects to 
be highlighted in this report. 

Chaffee Crossing growth continues to make a tangible impact on the 
regional economy and our quality of life. Investments made in manufacturing, education, healthcare, small 
businesses, new home construction, and public spaces are far reaching. Achievements realized from our 
steady growth remain the topic of discussion in business circles across the state and beyond. 

Without question the most significant change for FCRA in 2019 was the hiring of a new executive director 
and CEO, Daniel Mann. His strong background in economic development across multiple states and various 
market sizes, as well as experience working with another BRAC community, made him an ideal candidate. 
Daniel’s leadership and influence were readily noticeable in the few short months before the end of the 
year. The trustees have no doubt he will leave an indelible, positive mark on our future progress. Welcome, 
Daniel. We look forward to working alongside you. 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we thank the staff and supporting agencies that keep the puzzle pieces 
on the table and work every day to bring this magnificent project together. Your efforts benefit not only the 
investors who take the risk to build and develop, but also the people who now have expanded education and 
employment opportunities, better access to medical care, and greater incentives to live in western Arkansas 
today and for generations to come.

Best regards,

Dean Gibson
FCRA Board Chairman

FCRA Board of Trustees began holding monthly board meetings in the Chaffee Crossing 
Media Center to accommodate increasing attendance.
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FCRA BOARD OF TRUSTEES

EX-OFFICIO
BOARD MEMBERS

THANK YOU GALEN!
After completing 10 years of service 
as a volunteer for FCRA, Galen Hunter, 
MAHG Architects, retired from the Board 
of Trustees. Galen served the important 
role of chairman of the Real Estate 
Review Committee. He received a Fort 
Chaffee artillery shell in appreciation 
for his guidance and contributions.

George McGill
Mayor

City of Fort Smith,
Arkansas

Wally Gattis
Mayor

City of Barling,
Arkansas

David Hudson
County Judge

Sebastian County,
Arkansas

Paul McCollom II
Vice Chairman

Fort Smith
Housing Authority

Don Keesee
Secretary/Treasurer

Bank OZK

Dr. Terisa Riley
Trustee

University of Arkansas
Fort Smith

John Ciesla
Trustee

Greenwood School District

Kelly Clark
Trustee

Walmart #125

Janie Glover
Trustee

Fort Smith Regional
Chamber of Commerce

(Retired)

Scott Archer
Trustee

HSA Engineering

Charles Peacock
Trustee

Bruce Terri
Drive In & Catering
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FORT CHAFFEE REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY STAFF
Front Row (L to R): Rod Williamson - Curator of Museums & Historic District • Janet Gabrey - Director of Finance

Jill Bullard - Executive Assistant • Pamela Hindes - Financial Administrative Assistant 

Back Row (L to R): Daniel Mann - Executive Director & CEO • Richard Reeder - Grounds and Maintenance 

Cody Laws - Grounds and Maintenance • Lorie Robertson - Director of Marketing 

Koby Carter - Grounds and Maintenance

Sebastian County Parks completed the walking trail 
around Torraine Lake in 2019. The FCRA staff photo was 
taken on the new bridge that offers scenic views of the 
lake and surrounding natural habitat. 

FCRA WELCOMES DANIEL MANN TO CHAFFEE CROSSING

FCRA Trustees Chuck Peacock and Kelly Clark visited with Fort Chaffee 
Commander Col. Dwight Ikenberry during the reception along with many 
other community leaders and elected officials in attendance.

Kyle Parker, AR Colleges of Health Education CEO, Janice Scaggs, 
U.S. Congressman Steve Womack liaison, Jessi Solley, U.S. Senator 
John Boozman liaison, and Christopher Hoover, U.S. Senator Tom 
Cotton liaison, joined in the welcome celebration for Daniel.
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Notable infrastructure investments were made in the historic area by FCRA and City of Fort Smith, starting 
with completion of EDA grant work to improve sewer and fire protection services. The scope of the project 
included 25 fire hydrants, 28 manholes, and 800 feet of improved sewer lines, making the way for future job 
creation by businesses in that area. City of Fort Smith contracted much needed railroad crossing improvements 
on Fort Chaffee Blvd. and Ward Ave., and FCRA paid for significant improvements on two Ellis St. parking lots.

City of Fort Smith contractors began initial work for the $5.5 
million Massard Extension project that will extend four lanes 
from Zero St. to Planters Rd. A stoplight at McClure Drive will 
significantly ease congestion for this rapidly developing area. 
FCRA and the City also shared the cost of resurfacing portions 
of Wells Lake Rd. where many homes are located.

Other FCRA capital expenditures during the year included 
repurchases of undeveloped property, building and site 
improvements, equipment purchases, construction of 1.5 miles 
of multi-use (paved) trails, and installation of four wayfinding 
signs. FCRA partnered with City of Fort Smith to convert two 
former tennis courts on Mahogany Ave. into eight pickleball 
courts, now a new city park (see pages 18 & 19).

FCRA had an exceptional year with 2019 operating 
results coming in 125% above budget, the result of 
revenue being above budget by $1.37 million (70%) 
and expenditures being under budget by $1.14 million 
(29%). Total revenue of $3.32 million exceeded operating 
expenses by $1.77 million which was applied toward $1.27 
million in capital expenditures. After expenditures on capital 
projects, FCRA realized a net profit of more than $500,000 
for the year.

FCRA ended the year in a good financial position with total assets 
valued at $16.64 million and nominal debt. Current liabilities totaled 
$267,000 and there was no long-term debt. Total assets were comprised 
of $3.82 million in current assets and $12.82 million in capital assets.   

Assets declined slightly by $92,000 (0.6%) from the previous year. Declining assets 
is a trend that will continue, aligning with FCRA’s main objective to market and sell 
the former military property and reinvest proceeds into redevelopment and benefits  
for the Chaffee Crossing community. Land sales accounted for approximately 81% of FCRA’s 
2019 income. Less than 35% of the 5,524 acres originally conveyed to FCRA are still available 
for sale, sufficient assets to securely position the trust to cover future operations and obligations.

Assets  =  $16,633,841
Liabilities  =  $267,471
Revenue*  =  $3,321,719
Expenditures  =  $2,816,803
Net Income  = $504,916
Capital Expenditures**  =  $1,267,736

All financial data is actual, unaudited data
through 12/31/19.

* Revenue includes proceeds from land sales, leasing, 
mowing, and rail car storage. 

THE SKY’S 
THE LIMIT

INVESTMENTS AND IMPROVEMENTS

2019 OPERATING RESULTS

ASSETS

LIABILITIES

REVENUE

EXPENDITURES

NET INCOME

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

$16,633,841

$267,471

$3,321,719

$2,816,803

$504,916

$1,267,736

$16,726,185

$225,751

$1,580,452

$2,307,536

($727,084)

$820,503
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Projected 2019 capital investments increased more than $92 million over prior year. The $23 million Mercy/Kindred 
Home rehabilitation hospital was the largest announcement of the year, nearly doubling health related investments 
and moving the category ahead of recreational investments. However, the majority of capital investments were once 
again in residential construction (see ACHE pg. 10 and Residential pg. 12-13 for supporting details).

While only 168 acres were sold or conveyed, capital investments related to those sales are projected to be more 
than $140.3 million with creation of 60 jobs. Real estate taxes collected in 2019 on Chaffee Crossing property were 
$3 million over prior year with an estimated $14.2 million collected since 2011 (data provided by Sebastian County 
Assessor). Currently, FCRA owns 1,801 developable acres which include 453 acres of parks and open space. (See 
FCRA Acreage map on page 23).

PROPERTY SOLD 
 ERC Create, LLC 6.195   $123,900  Mixed-use residential, commercial, office
 Gerald and Cindy Crawford 0.21    $4,000  Parking lot
 Steven and Roberta Dawson 0.54    $15,000  Commercial parking lot
 Arkansas Colleges of Health Education 74.84   $1,200,000  Future campus expansion
 Arkansas Colleges of Health Education 44.74  $700,000  Future campus expansion
 Arkansas Colleges of Health Education 3.11  $100,000 Future campus expansion
 ERC Create, LLC  6.00   $120,000  Commercial office/retail
 Prime Entertainment, LLC 11.20   $135,000  Event center
 CBC Construction & Development, LLC 3.22 2033, 2034, 2036 $250,000  Commercial office/warehouse
 Calvary Frontlines 0.66  1187  $20,000 Church

NO-COST TRANSFERS  
 The County of Sebastian, State of Arkansas 4.61  $0  Buffer area for Torraine Lake
 ERC Create, LLC 0.56  $0 Residential, sidewalk & fencing
 Arkansas Colleges of Health Education 12.19  $0 Public right-of-way

TOTAL SALES 168.075  $2,667,900

LAND SALES CLOSED
 BUYER ACRES  BLDG #  PRICE  INTENDED USE

$1.751
BILLION

IN CAPITAL INVESTMENTS*
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INDUSTRIAL      $580,179,734  33% 876
RESIDENTIAL      $549,722,010 32% 243
GOVERNMENT      $178,396,982  10% 151
EDUCATION      $161,530,000  9% 258
COMMERCIAL/RETAIL      $145,777,698  8% 1,793
UTILITIES/INFRASTRUCTURE      $65,475,394  4% 0
HEALTH      $38,270,000  2% 216
RECREATION (PUBLIC & PRIVATE)      $18,676,470  1% 17
RELIGIOUS      $8,320,000  <1% 16
HISTORIC DISTRICT/NON-PROFIT      $4,583,371  <1% 28 

TOTAL      $1,750,931,659  100% 3,598

PROJECTED CAPITAL INVESTMENTS IN CHAFFEE CROSSING*

 TYPE     AMOUNT  % OF TOTAL  JOBS*

*Projections based on property sold through 1/1/2000-12/31/2019

Pending sales of 150 acres valued at $2.7 million were approved by the FCRA Board of Trustees in 2019 but were 
not closed by year end. The intended uses range from single-family residential to mixed-use commercial/residential; 
commercial offices to warehouses; and a recording studio to pickleball courts. Exciting and diverse projects will be 
steadily underway in the coming years.

Current net job count slightly increased over the prior year, with 2,637 jobs reported. However, projected jobs 
increased by 11% in relation to the Mercy/Kindred announcement and completion of College of Health Sciences 
and Village at Heritage projects. Future job creation projections now exceed 3,600. Students attending classes 
this year totaled 682 with ACHE enrollment reaching 490 medical students. By 2024, more than 1,200 students 
are expected to be on Chaffee Crossing campuses.
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Construction of the second academic building on the 
ACHE campus, College of Health Sciences, was nearly 
complete by the end of the year. Students pursuing 
Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and Physician 
Assistant degrees in these developing programs will 
attend classes in the $25,000,000-building once final 
accreditation is awarded.

Academic offerings by Arkansas Colleges of Health 
Education expanded with the Master of Science in 
Biomedicine program. Forty students enrolled in the 
one-year course designed to give promising candidates 
an extra boost in their pursuit of admission to medical 
school. Total enrollment reached 490 students and the 
inaugural ARCOM class enrolled in their third year.

ARKANSAS COLLEGES OF HEALTH EDUCATION 5th ANNIVERSARY

Hundreds of community members attended the Milestone Ceremony  
and enjoyed tours of the facility. 

In April, ACHE celebrated its fifth anniversary with a “Milestone 
Ceremony”. Kyle Parker, CEO, and David Craig, Immediate Past Chair, 
shared highlights of the short history of the medical college.

EXPANDING HEALTH KNOWLEDGE
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Construction of The Village at Heritage 
was ongoing throughout the year, 
but that didn’t stop Arkansas College 
of Osteopathic Medicine students 
from moving into their second- and  
third-story apartments in July. The 
“hotel-style” design of the upper floors 
has interior hallways that promote 
community and student study groups. 
The ground floors are designed for 
restaurants, commercial, and retail 
businesses that cater to the needs 
of students and faculty. Businesses 
expected to open mid-2020 include 

coffee and ice cream shops, health food cafe, pizza and Mexican restaurants, architect and real estate offices, 
dry cleaners, salon, chiropractor, and fitness center. A 6,000 square-foot pavilion in the walkable mall area will 
provide seating for outdoor dining, small group gatherings, and concerts. Celebration Garden and Wellness Park 
will be located east of The Village (see page 18).

Health related development took  
a giant step forward in October with 
an announcement by Mercy Fort Smith 
and Kindred Home for plans to build  
a 50-bed inpatient rehabilitation 
hospital on the ACHE campus. ACHE 
donated four acres along Chad Colley 
Blvd. for the $23 million facility to be 
named Mercy Rehabilitation Hospital. 
This property is part of the original 
200-acre gift to ACHE from FCRA. The 
rehab hospital will have deep roots  
in Chaffee Crossing by serving patients 
and also serving as a teaching site for 
students in ACHE’s medical programs. Stroke, neuro, brain injury, spinal cord injury, amputation, and dialysis patients 
will have specially designed private rooms, residential simulation rooms, and recreational areas as well as use of trails 
planned across the ACHE campus. Construction is scheduled to begin in early 2020 and take approximately 12 months  
to complete. Mercy also has a primary care clinic across the street from the rehab hospital site.

THE VILLAGE AT HERITAGE

MERCY / KINDRED REHABILITATION ANNOUNCEMENT
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The number of Chaffee Crossing residential neighborhoods 
reached 32 at the close of the year with ongoing estimated 
capital investments approaching $550 million, a 9% 
increase over prior year. Nearly 3,000 units are planned 
on property sold with approximately 53% already built 
or under construction. Four more residential projects 
are expected to be added to the list in the near future. 
FCRA trustees approved the sale of 68 acres on south 
Chad Colley to ERC Create for Regency Park and 31 acres 
to Shire, Inc. for Shire Glenn during the October board 
meeting. Rival Commercial RE, LLC was also approved 

to purchase and rehabilitate buildings  
in the Historic District for mixed-use 

residential and commercial 
development.

 

For the seventh time in nine years, the Greater Fort 
Smith Association of Homebuilders voted to construct  
its Showcase Home in Chaffee Crossing. The Crest 
at Stoneshire was selected as the neighborhood 
for local builders Rocky Walker and Justin Green  

to demonstrate their craft. More than 2,800 people 
toured the home featuring modern design and 

state-of-the-art products.

(Left) Spacious apartments at  
The HUB are adjacent to 

trails and other amenities.

A stunning aerial view of the 2019 Showcase Home 
in The Crest at Stoneshire. (Below) Fort Smith Mayor 
George McGill visits with Colten Mays following the 
Lakeside Crossing ribbon cutting ceremony.

NEW LOOKS,NEW SPACES

PUNCH LIST
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This is a snapshot in time of active residential construction 
in Chaffee Crossing.

• Alexandria Place Phase II — Duplexes; Fenwick 
Sebastian County developer/builder.

• Avalon — Single-family homes; ERC 
developer, various builders.

• Brookstone — Duplexes; ERC developer. 

• Highland Crossing — Single-family homes; ERC developer, 
Tim Mays exclusive builder. Development complete.

• Lakeside Crossing — Single-family homes; ERC 
developer, Tim and Colten Mays exclusive builders.

• Pinnacle Park — Single-family homes; ERC 
developer, Rucker Fine Homes & Carrington 
Creek Homes exclusive builders.

• Providence — Single-family homes; ERC 
developer, various builders. All lots sold.

• Springhill Estates Phase III — Single-family 
homes; Beam Construction developer, Platinum 
Building Group exclusive builder. 

• StoneCrest — Duplexes; ERC developer, Platinum 
Building Group exclusive builder. 

• Stonebrook Phases III & IV — Single-family homes; 
Carrington Creek Homes developer/builder. 

• The Cottages — Single-family rental 
homes; ERC developer/builder. 

• The Crest at Stoneshire — Single-family homes; 
Shire, Inc. developer, various builders. 

• The HUB at Providence — Townhomes, 1 & 2 bedroom 
apartments, studio lofts; ERC developer/builder. 

• The Porches — Townhomes; Brothers Construction 
exclusive developer/builder.

• The Valley at Stoneshire — Single-family and cottage-
style homes; Shire, Inc. developer, various builders. 

• The Village at Heritage — Apartment 
suites; ACHE developer/owner.

• Wyndchase — Duplexes; ERC Developer/builder.

Springhill Estates- Highway 59 & H St., Barling

The Porches at Heritage, Chad Colley Blvd., Barling

The Valley at Stoneshire, Donnington Ct., Fort Smith

StoneCrest, Wells Lake Rd., Fort Smith

PUNCH LIST
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Residents will be able to walk out their doors and be  
on Chaffee Crossing paved trails and Arkansas River 
Valley Nature Center nature trails in just minutes. McClure 
Amphitheater and Ben Geren Park are also connected 
to The HUB via trails. Medical offices, financial services, 
restaurants, banks, a veterinary clinic, and a fitness center 
are nearby along Massard Rd. The neighborhood will  
be anchored by REVEL restaurant which is expected to 
open mid-2020. 

REVEL, a restaurant anchoring The HUB, will open in 2020 as a focal point for the 
upscale, mixed-use development at 9101 R. A. Young Jr. Dr., Fort Smith.

The inviting courtyard at The HUB at Providence offers 
cozy spaces for impromptu business conversations or 
casual gatherings. Photo credit: Kat Wilson

UPSCALE LIFESTYLE
The HUB at Providence progressed toward completion at  
a rapid pace throughout the year.  Luxury 3-story 
townhomes with elevators were ready for leasing by mid-
year. Studio loft and one- and two-bedroom apartments 
above ground floor commercial spaces were leasing 
by October. Connectivity is a vibrant theme of this  
mixed-use development. Gorgeous landscaping and cozy 

private areas in common outdoor spaces create an 
inviting sense of community. 
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Chaffee Crossing welcomed a variety of new businesses 
in 2019. Festivity, an exciting new event center owned and 
operated by Prime Entertainment, LLC, will be located 
on Massard Rd. north of Fire Station #11. The 10,000  
square-foot facility will seat 300 in a large hall that can 
be divided for three events at once. It will have a warming 
kitchen with easy access for caterers, linen rentals, and  
a separate children’s area. Nearby, Dr. Bart Sills opened his 
private medical practice in One McClure Place.

Several business owners also made the decision to put 
down roots in the Chaffee Crossing Historic District. 
Primetime Barbershop and Seiter Design Co. opened 
shops in a building at 7402 Ellis St. owned and remodeled 
by Rival Commercial RE, LLC. This is Primetime’s 
second location in Fort Smith. Yogaterrium yoga studio 
also opened a second location at 7424 Ellis St., Ste. B,  
in a building owned by Honeycomb Properties. Apt 221 
Recording Studios, LLC was approved to buy Bldg. 134  
at 12105 Ward Ave. for a recording studio with closing set 
for early 2020.

JKC Cellars opened its new business in a beautifully 
renovated warehouse in the Historic Area. The  
family-owned winery creates wines on-site from juice 
imported from fine vineyards all over the world. Their 
inviting space is designed to host parties, private wine and 
beer brewing classes, and casual gatherings. A separate 
portion of the warehouse serves as a small business 
storefront for GrowFresh Organics and More, a retail 
supplier for home brewing beer, wine and cheese making, 
hydroponics and aquaponics systems, and locally adapted 
fruit and nut trees. 

JKC Cellars opened a family-owned 
winery in a converted warehouse  
in the Chaffee Crossing 
Historic Area.

Closing for Festivity event center.

Primetime Barbershop

Yogaterrium yoga studio

WIDE OPEN 
FOR BUSINESS
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GROUND BREAKINGS, RIBBON CUTTINGS, AND SALES

Brookstone – Duplexes

Arvest Bank opened the first drive-through bank location 
in Chaffee Crossing in June at the Massard Rd. and Chad 
Colley intersection. The ITM (Intelligent Teller Machine) 
allows digital face-to-face interaction with tellers. 

Lakeside Crossing – Single Family Residential The Crest at Stoneshire – Showcase Home

Wyndchase – Duplexes

FRESH STARTS
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Yogaterrium yoga studio – Historic Area

The HUB at Providence – Mixed-use Residential/Commercial

Springhill Estates – Single Family Residential, Barling

Chaffee Crossing Pickleball Complex – Mahogany Ave.

StoneCrest – Duplexes

JKC Cellars winery – Historic Area

Calvary Frontlines Church - Closing

Chaffee Crossing/Fort Smith Phase I Trail – Construction Started
Village at Heritage – Apartments Opened 
The Porches at Heritage – Townhomes Opened 
Dr. Bart Sills, One McClure Place – Office Opened

ADDITIONAL NEW STARTS AND OPENINGS
NOT PHOTOGRAPHED:
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With the initial FCRA gift of 200 acres to the Arkansas 
Colleges of Health Education, no one could have imagined 
that dream expanding to include a 10-acre park that 
benefits both ACHE and the public.  Celebration Garden 
and Wellness Park will be a place of healing, fitness, 
and recreation for everyone. Public space will include  
a playground, adult exercise equipment, restrooms, and 
a space for community events in the Degen Pavilion.  
The gardens, providing quiet space for meditation,  

will celebrate life and the lives of those who have 
gone before us. Funded by private, public TAP grant, 
and nonprofit dollars, the park will feature a lake trail.  
FCRA continued its strong partnership with ACHE  
by the donation of 68 acres, creating additional space for 
miles of trails, that will connect to the Chaffee Crossing 
trail system.  Celebration Garden and Wellness Park will 
be a destination for the entire region reinforcing the 
ultimate ACHE mission – a healthier community.

Pickleball is one of the fastest growing sports in 
the nation because it appeals to people of all ages. 
Local players seeking dedicated courts for play 
brought FCRA and the City of Fort Smith Parks 
& Recreation Department together to repurpose 
two former tennis courts on Mahogany Ave. 
The collaboration resulted in creation of the 
Chaffee Crossing Pickleball Complex with eight 
courts, new fencing and nets, a park and room 
to expand what is to be a new Fort Smith park 
for all to enjoy.

PICKLEBALL ANYONE?

An updated architectural view of the planned $2.5 million 
Celebration Garden and Wellness Park on the ACHE 
campus provides a glimpse of the vast landscaping, 
amenities, and trails designed to encourage health  
and fitness across the regional community.

OUTDOOR AMENITIES GALORE
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CHAFFEE CROSSING TRAILS

Phase I of Chaffee Crossing trails is 
nearly complete! Funding of $1.5 million 
from FCRA, City of Fort Smith and an 
ARDOT TAP grant has built 1.5 miles 
of paved trail along Wells Lake Rd., 
Roberts Blvd. and Chad Colley Blvd. 
This is the first of three phases of trails 
that will encircle Chaffee Crossing 
(6.5 miles total), connecting to ACHE 
and Ben Geren trails, and ARDOT  
bike lanes. 

Sebastian County also completed  
a multi-use trail around Torraine Lake 
and finished paving and landscaping 
the parking lot along Taylor Ave. by 
the soccer fields.

(Left) Four wayfinding signs now guide people 
to key attractions. (Below) a glimpse of the 
Chaffee Crossing Phase I multi-use trail.

MORE TO 
EXPLORE
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When it comes to hosting fundraisers and unique events, 
Chaffee Crossing is the place to be. It is the place to take 
chances and try new and exciting experiences. Several 
thousand people participated in events held across the 
property. Some came to play. Some came to relive their 
youth. Others traveled across Arkansas to attend the 
Veterans Day Parade and see veterans receive medals  
of valor and honor. But all enjoyed themselves and found 
reasons to come back for more. Volunteers, sponsors, 

community leaders, and supporters made these 
events successful, attracting visitors, 

During the 8th Annual Regional Veterans Day Parade, four 
veterans and their family members received long-awaited 
medals for military service and bravery. (Below) Veterans 
served as grand marshals and jeep drivers.

and boosting regional commerce and tourism. There are 
163 businesses and organizations in Chaffee Crossing, 
including 40 in the Historic District, as well as area hotels, 
restaurants, bars, entertainment venues, and the Fort 
Smith Regional Airport that benefit from these efforts.

Northside High School Marching  
       Band in the Veterans Day Parade.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
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EVENTS

Elvis fans came to swoon and line up 
for free G.I.-style buzz cuts during the 
annual Elvis Haircut Day celebration in 
the Chaffee Barbershop Museum.   

Chaffee Crossing has a certain magnetism that draws 
people in and makes them want to be at the center  
of the growth happening in western Arkansas. The 
natural outcome of that desire is new businesses opening 
and people coming together for community events and 
experiences. They support events like the 8th Annual 
Regional Veterans Day Parade, Elvis Haircut Day, and 
numerous running and cycling fundraisers benefitting 
local non-profit organizations. They donate time, talent 
and resources to support their neighbors and causes they 
believe in that find a voice on the grounds of this unique 
development project.

Entertainment Fort Smith Magazine featured Chaffee 
Crossing in its September issue for the third year, 
sharing stories about the investors, the pioneers and the 
leaders vested in Chaffee Crossing success. 
Veterans returned to Chaffee Crossing to 
relive their youth as soldiers trained at Fort 
Chaffee. Thirteen dedicated volunteers 
serve as hosts for the Chaffee Barbershop 
Museum and the Museum of Chaffee 
History. They have welcomed more than 
2,200 visitors from 45 states and nine 
foreign countries this year. Since the 
first museum opened in 2008, they 
have accumulated 13,957 volunteer 
hours. We applaud their dedication 
and are extremely grateful for the 
contributions of each person who has 
helped weave the Chaffee Crossing 
success story.

TYING IT ALL 
TOGETHER

Students Against Drugs & Alcohol Annual Car Show

1st Annual Whitney’s Race to fight pancreatic cancer

Elvis Haircut Day free buzz cuts

Ale Raisers’ ‘Ale on the Border’ check presentation to Historic District
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Arkansas Governor Asa Hutchinson

Arkansas Economic Development Commission

Arkansas Department of Transportation

Arkansas Highway Commission

Arkansas Department of Heritage

Arkansas National Guard

Arkansas State Legislators

City of Barling

City of Fort Smith

City of Greenwood

City of Lavaca 

City of Van Buren

Crafton Tull & Associates

Crawford County

Fort Smith Convention and Visitors Bureau

Fort Smith Public School District

Fort Smith Regional Chamber of Commerce

Frontier Metropolitan Planning Organization

Ghan & Cooper Commercial Properties

Greenwood Chamber of Commerce

Greenwood Public School District

Hawkins-Weir Engineers, Inc.

I-49 International Coalition

Landmark PLC, CPAs

Lavaca Chamber of Commerce 

Lavaca Public School District

Mickle Wagner Coleman Engineers-Surveyors

Przybysz & Associates CPAs

Regional Railroad Companies

Regional Utility Companies

Rightmind Advertising, Inc.

Sebastian County

University of Arkansas-Fort Smith

U.S. Senator John Boozman

U.S. Senator Tom Cotton

U.S. Representative Steve Womack

Van Buren Chamber of Commerce

WACO Title

Western Arkansas Planning & Development District

Western Arkansas Intermodal Authority

STRATEGIC PARTNERS
FCRA appreciates the support

of individuals and organizations
that contribute to its success.

Fort Smith Mayor George McGill presented the 2019 GRIT award to 
FCRA. Left to right:  Amy Jones (Fort Smith A&P), Rod Williamson, 
Janet Gabrey, Lorie Robertson, Kelly Clark (FCRA Trustee), Daniel 
Mann, Mayor McGill, Jill Bullard, and Pamela Hindes.

FCRA was honored to be chosen as the “Business Partner  
of the Year” during the Fort Smith Convention & Visitors Bureau 
2019 GRIT (Giving Recognition In Tourism) Awards banquet.  
The prestigious annual awards ceremony serves to showcase the 
accomplishments of individuals and organizations that have gone 
above and beyond the call of duty to positively impact the area’s 
growing tourism and hospitality industry.

FCRA was represented during the Arkansas State Chamber  
of Commerce/Associated Industries of Arkansas annual conference 

held in Fort Smith in August, 
and the Van Buren Chamber 
of Commerce annual meeting. 
Marketing presentations were 
made to Leadership Arkansas 
Class XIV; Leadership Crawford 
County; Future Fort Smith 
Committee; Southside Rotary, 
Fort Smith Rotary, and Pacesetters 
Clubs; and Western Arkansas 
Mountain Frontier members.

Back Cover: Runners enjoy the expanding Chaffee Crossing 
trails that connect to the Fort Smith Master Trail System and 
Ben Geren Park trails (see page 19) and a picturesque sunset 
view of cottages in The Valley at Stoneshire (see page 13). 

AWARDS & 
PRESENTATIONS
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FORT CHAFFEE REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
7020 Taylor Avenue • Fort Smith, AR • 72916

479.452.4554 • ChaffeeCrossing.com


